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2015 is the Year of Discipleship – well, at 

least for us here in the Diocese of Lincoln! 

I have chosen to make discipleship our focus this year 

because as we develop and deepen our discipleship, 

so we grow in our confidence as followers of Jesus 

Christ; and, as you know by now, I want us all to be 

faithful, confident and joyful disciples. 

I have already written to every parish in the diocese to 

share my hope that all of us will engage with the Year 

of Discipleship in some way, and everyone – either as 

an individual or as a church community – will take up 

at least one of the opportunities on offer. 

Here are just some of the ways in which you might 

enter into our Year of Discipleship: 

 Join in with one of the services or bible studies based 

around our values of faithful, confident and joyful if 

they are offered in your parish 

 There are lots of courses available to help you think 

more deeply about your own discipleship, whether 

you’re new to church of have been attending all your 

life. Why not think about having one of these at your 

church? The Church of England’s new discipleship 

course, called Pilgrim, is an excellent place to start 

 Look out for the Diocesan Lent course for 2015, Confi-

dent Discipleship, running near you. It is an excellent 

follow up to this year’s 2014 Advent course and gives 

us a further opportunity to reflect on our individual 

discipleship journeys 

 Look out for more information on the ‘discipleship 

days’ being planned for various locations around the 

diocese this year 

 Finally, keep your eye on Facebook and Twitter: the 

discipleship team will be using social media and keep-

ing a blog through the Year of Discipleship. Remem-

ber, too, that there will be new resources and infor-

mation coming on-stream all the time on our new-

look website www.lincoln.anglican.org 

I pray that God will bless our endeavours in the year 

ahead as we seek to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ, 

and I am already looking forward to joining together 

with many of you at a diocesan service in Lincoln Ca-

thedral towards the end of the year to celebrate God’s 

blessings through the year. Keep an eye out for more 

details coming soon. 

I wish you a happy and blessed new year.   

Bishop Christopher 

 

Francesca King receiving an Honorary Doctorate of Tech-

nology from Southampton Solent University. 

She is known in Louth under her name Franky King and is 

the daughter of Rev’d Daphne King. She attended Birk-

beck and King Edward V1 Schools. 

Always nice to see local girls doing well. 
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Sunday Services 

 9 30am SUNG MASS, CW1              3pm Baptisms (By prior arrangement) 

      News from  St Michael's 

Christmas at St Michael's was very lovely.  

We had a super Christmas Fair and raised over £500. Lots of people popped in to say hello and to catch up with 

friends at the Conoco Rooms. 

Our Children's Christmas Eve Celebration was attended extremely well with over 140 children, parents and grand-

parents there. Ronnie Partridge and her cheeky puppet dog Cinders did a great job in telling the story of the nativity 

while the children relaxed on bean bags next to the 'Blue Peter' style crib. 

Midnight Mass was again well attended and as ever was a very touching service to be a part of which was taken by 

Ian Partridge, so at St Michael's we had two Partridges in our 

pear tree at Christmas!  

So now 2015 is upon us, and the first event we have is a coffee 

morning and bring and buy on Saturday 21st February at the 

church, a chance to meet up and socialise with each other 

and we hope invite some of the parents that have been 

coming along to Tinies. 

January has been a bumper month for Tinies, with lots of 

people, toddlers and babies coming along on every other 

Tuesday morning. Anyone who is interested in coming 

along or helping out at Tinies should contact Maria Vincent on 01507 328149. 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

BAPTISMS 
7th Dec Ava Olwen Bannerman 

14th Dec Bradley Laking 

  Emily Short 

  Ellis Short 

4th Jan Esme Faith James 

18th Jan Henry Seagroatt 

  Mandy Seagroatt 

25th Jan Harry Mace   

  

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 
20th Dec Matthew James Young with 

  Emily Jayne Roberts 

 

FUNERALS 
3rd Dec Murray Edward Carlin 

4th Dec  Peter Michael Hewson 

8th Dec  Jack Henry Thane 

11th Dec Grace Fenwick 

12th Dec John Redman Strickland 

17th Dec Mark James Harrison 

18th Dec Hubert Henry Pridgeon 

  Clara Jane Williams 

22nd Dec Stephen Alan Jesney 

23rd Dec Cyril Cooper 

  Eva Taylor 

30th Dec Dorrian Savage 

  John Russ Harrison 

5th Jan  Allen William Graves 

6th Jan  Hilda Grant 

7th Jan  Ruth Audrey Addison 

8th Jan  Edward Rowen 

16th Jan Betty Kirk 

19th Jan Raymond Barry Featherstone 

20th Jan Roland Fiddling 

29th Jan Valerie Hart 

 

Roger and Chris Harrison would like to thank all 

their friends at St James's and in the Louthesk 

Deanery for their companionship and support 

over the past 17 years.  It has been a privilege 

to have been part of church life, whether as 

organist, guide, choir member or taking ser-

vices.  We leave with fond memories and with a 

touch of sadness but looking forward to our 

new life in Northumberland.  We now live in an 

interesting village near the sea with an eclectic 

mix of shops, (including a chocolatier), several 

pubs, inns, hotels and cafes, plus a medieval 

castle - in other words we're on the tourist 

trail!  We'd love to show you the delights of this 

fascinating county so please do give us a call if 

you're thinking of visiting.  Our address is: 3 

Watershaugh Road, Warkworth, Morpeth NE65 

0TT, telephone 01665711486. 

Many thanks and a Happy Christmas from us 

both 

Roger 
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Why not visit St James Church 

and bring a friend.  

Lots to see. Good Tea and Coffee 

with CAKE. And then peruse the 

shop for cards, books  and gifts. 



 

   

Page 7 



 

   
Page 8 



 

   
Page 9 



 

   
Page 10 



 

   
Page 11 

     Snippets from Stewton                                                    

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday, 3rd and 5th Sundays 

Grateful thanks to all who supported our appeal to help the charity Volunteers for Mental Health in the 

Romanian Psychiatric Hospital. They are pleased with the total of £378. It means so much to them that 

we are able to help. Every little helps and it brings some light into a dark world. 

Following recent building work and the Discipleship discussions we look forward to developing our 

ministry here. All the elements are not yet clear to us but we have made a very positive start, who 

knows where it will lead us, but it feels an exciting time.  

  

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 
2nd Sunday  
  Matins on the 4th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BUSY TIME AT SOUTH ELKINGTON DURING 

THE ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 

The village Christmas tree was lit with carol singing 

led by the Phoenix Singers. 

Greenwich House Independent School held their 

annual Carol service and nativity Play in Church. 

The Church held its Carol Service. 

Christmas day Eucharist. 

Churches Together Christmas Pudding walk fol-

lowed by lunch at the Church Institute. Despite the 

bad weather 29 people attended. The proceeds of 

£169 was donated to the Bible Society. Many 

thanks to all who attended and supported these 

services and activities. The refreshments are al-

ways appreciated and the church was beautifully 

decorated. One visitor signed the visitor’s book 

with the comment “stunning”. 
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TOWN & VILLAGE  

CLEANING SERVICES 
Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 

Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 

Tel. 01507 600710 
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NEED TO ADVERTISE  

SOMETHING? 

This Space could be for you. 

We have a circulation of around 400 
copies a month. 

If so please contact the  

Deanery Office on 

01507610247 

ST JAMES’S GUILD 

Meet at Church House 

at 2.15pm 

ON 

WEDNESDAYs 

The next meeting will be    
advertised in the Herald next 

month. 

 

     Words from 

     WELTON LE WOLD 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 30am  Holy Communion on the 
4th Sunday 
11am Morning Prayer on the 2nd 
Sunday 

Ronnie Partridge 

and her cheeky 

puppet dog       

Cinders  entertain 

children at the 

Christmas Eve   

Service at St 

Michael’s Church. 
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The Orthodox Church in Louth have made a 
gift of an icon of these two local saints 
which is currently beside the High Altar at 
St James’.  This is a symbol of the heritage 
that we share, and bonds of affection that 
exist between our Churches.   

 

Athelheard (died 12th May 805) was Abbot 
of Louth during the 8th century.  The com-
munity that he led was almost certainly fo-
cused on the church that stood on this site, 
and around which the town of Louth grew.  
The Abbey of Louth seems to have been of 
some importance, and Athelheard went 
from here to become Bishop of Winchester 
(then the capital of the Saxon kingdom of 
Wessex).  However, he is better known for 
being Archbishop of Canterbury between 
793 and 805. 

 

Herefrith (died around 873) was one of the 
last Saxon Bishops of Lindsey and was buried here in one of his ‘chief churches’.  At this 
time Lincoln (nor its predecessor, Stow) was not as ecclesiastically important as it later 
became, and the fact that Herefrith was buried in Louth shows that it had an important 
place in the time before the Danish invasion.  When peace returned this area came un-
der the influence of the Bishops of Dorchester (Oxford), who later moved their episcopal 
See to Lincoln.  For centuries the church here was dedicated to Herefrith, and even 
when the church came to be known as St James (after Herefrith’s body was transferred 
to Thorney Abbey) one of the town’s annual fairs continued to be celebrated on his feast
-day (27th February). 

 

We continue to remember these saints who went before us.  They were part of a life of pray-
er, worship and service that has continued from their time to the present day.  As we gather 
to seek out the love of God, and as we seek to make that love a reality in our community, we 
are continuing that same work which they undertook in this place, but in a different time. 

Icon of the Saints of Louth 
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Monday to Saturday—09.00 to 18.00 
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The last date for submission of articles for the March2015 Herald is Tuesday 17th February  2015. 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

This month the church begins the season of Lent 

– traditionally a time of reflection and prayer 

when we to reflect on our life as followers of  

Jesus. 

During Lent the story of John the Baptist will be 

read in our churches. John is a fascinating     

character who risked being mocked not only for 

his eccentric dress and his bizarre taste in food 

(locusts and wild honey – but also for the contro-

versial things he said, calling people to repent-

ance. To ‘repent’ is to turn away, to change     

direction and do things differently. 

John called his hearers to turn away from the 

mistakes of the past and to re-orientate life in 

the Christian way. That is the same vocation to 

which God, through Jesus and his church, calls us 

today. 

As you know, the diocese has begun a Year of 

Discipleship, running through 2015, and I’m ex-

cited about the signs of growth and renewal in 

our churches which I hope will flow from this ini-

tiative. One of the things which set John the Bap-

tist apart was that he was prepared to talk about 

things that matter – what it is to lead a holy life, 

how to reflect on our experience through a spir-

itual lens, how to talk about God, and so on. 

I want all of us to be able to talk freely about our 

faith. My hope and prayer is that the Year of    

Discipleship will increase our confidence about 

doing that, and help us to find the words to 

share the love of God with those we meet in our 

daily lives, for our faith to be expressed in lives of 

discipleship and service, enabling us to make a 

real difference to the life of our communities. 

Bishop Christopher   

 

2015 is an important year in 

the long history of our beau-

tiful St James Church. On 

the 13th     September we 

will be celebrating the 500th 

anniversary of the comple-

tion of the spire. It was a 

monumental task not only 

from the building point of 

view but in raising the mon-

ies to build it. 

 It took 15 long years to 

complete and is now the tallest Mediaeval      

Parish Spire in England. 

Keep an eye on the Herald and in church  to see 

what is being done to celebrate this landmark in 

our history. 


