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THE HERALD WISHES ALL ITS READERS’ A VERY HAPPY AND PEACEFUL 

CHRISTMAS.  
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CAROLS ROUND THE TREE WITH A CHOIR AND 
CRAFTS ETC. 

  Saturday 7th  December at 6.30 pm.  A social 
event with a few carols round the tree and this 
year we have a choir from North Somercotes 

coming kindly arranged by Elisa Palk at Muddy 
Paws.  We have the official switch on with time 
afterwards with refreshments and to natter and 
browse the crafts and stalls. We have a number 

of stalls arranged and room for more. It is 
planned to have a mini marque but gazebos wel-

come and if possible your own table.  Please 
bring your own torch or lantern and chair if you 

feel you may need one.  

Persons attending are requested to bring a plate 
mince pies, sausage rolls or similar.  Drinks will 
be available. If you wish to participate in secret 
Santa please bring a wrapped generic gift for all 

that attend.  All gifts will be put in a sack and one 
handed out to each person participating. 

All welcome and bring your family dog too. 

Persons to help at this event or to bring along 
your crafts or festive goodies contact Elisa on 

01507 607577 or Nicky on 01507 609774 
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Sunday Services 

 9 30am SUNG MASS, CW1              3pm Baptisms (By prior arrangement) 

      News from  St Michael's 

December is always such an exciting time and our congregation really look for-

ward to the beginning of advent and all the hope that it bring with it. 

Christmas Eve is such a lovely day and evening. Ronnie Partridge holds a really 

family fun Children's Crib Service at 3:30pm. Lots of children come and bring with 

them their cuddly toys to add to our big Blue Peter type crib! 

One of the friends knit stacks of red little Christmas stockings and all the children 

come up at the end to collect one filled with sweeties, so thanks to Christine for 

all her knitting throughout the year! 

Next year Tinies Breakfast will continue (1st and 3rd Tuesday from 9-10:30am) 

and Stations of the Cross (every 4th Wednesday at 10am), so do come along and 

join us for these services. 

 

Wishing you all a very peaceful and happy Christmas 

from everyone at St Michael's. 
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Louth Men’s Shed moves one step closer 

to a  reality: 

Louth Men’s Shed has received a grant from Lin-

colnshire County Council’s Public Health Depart-

ment for £9,500; the grant will go towards reno-

vating the old pavilion on Charles Street Recrea-

tion Ground.  Greg Gilbert the Community Out-

reach Manager  said “this is fantastic news and it 

has come at the right time.  Louth Men’s Shed will 

be an important facility for men to enable them to 

get together and talk about things that interest 

them over a cup of tea or coffee”. Additionally by 

renovating the pavilion more community groups 

are coming together to help develop the recrea-

tion ground into a fantastic community facility. 

The Louth Men’s Shed also like to thank the Lin-

colnshire County Council for their generous grant 

and also the following organisations who have al-

so provided funding towards Louth Men’s Shed: 

Conoco Phillips, East Lindsey District Council, The 

Managed Care Network and the RAOB Aero Col-

lege Lodge. 

If you need any further information about the 

Louth men’s Shed please contact Greg Gilbert on 

01507 605083/610752 or 

PARISH REGISTERS 

 

BAPTISMS 
2nd Nov. Giorgio Edward Green 

  Kingston Maddox Michael Dyke 

9th Nov. Seth Williamson 

  Emma mountain 

30th Nov. Matilda-Rose Cullingford 

  

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 
None this month  
 

FUNERALS 
4th Nov. George Dodge (Ashes) 

12th Nov. June Frances Loveley, aged 75. 

14th Nov. Edna May Archer, aged 88. 

19th Nov. Dorothy Elizabeth Mackie, aged 81 

24th Nov. Frederick Michael Collins, aged 80 
  (Thanksgiving service). 
 

24th Nov. Mary Elizabeth  Cawkwell, aged 97. 

27th Nov. Gabrielle Hossell, aged 94. 

28th Nov. Elizabeth Jean Wood, aged 84. 
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Why not visit St James Church 

and bring a friend.  

Lots to see. Good Tea and Coffee 

with CAKE. And then peruse the 

shop for cards, books  and gifts. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 2nd Sunday  
  Matins on the 4th Sunday 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER CHRISTMAS WALK 

OnSaturday27th December why not join Jill and    

Eileen on a walk followed by a sociable lunch at 

South Elkington Church Institute. 

Walk 1. Meet at St James Church, Louth at 10.30 am 

for a 2-3 mile walk to South Elkington using foot-

paths and tracks. 

Walk 2. Meet at the Church Institute, South Elking-

ton at 10.30 am for a guided walk around South 

Elkington Estate.  

Good footwear is advised. All Welcome. 

Lunch will be served from 12 noon until 2pm for 

walkers and anyone who would like to join in a socia-

ble Christmas “get-together”. 

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

     Snippets from Stewton                                                    

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday, 3rd and 5th Sundays 

     Words from 

     WELTON LE WOLD 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 30am  Holy Communion on the 
4th Sunday 
11am Morning Prayer on the 2nd 
Sunday 

The hectic month of November started with a working party in the churchyard led by Matthew Davey from Lin-

colnshire County Council. A group of hardy volunteers braved the rain to lay the hedges on the the southern and 

western boundaries of Stewton churchyard. Fortunately the sun did come out, enabling a positive outcome to the 

work. A further working party is to be convened in January to complete the job. 

The work on the toilet is proceeding well with a completion date prior to Christmas and this has received county-

wide acknowledgement from BBC Radio Lincolnshire when a visit was made to the site as part of National Toilet 

Day to contrast our development with an award winning one in the cathedral. Recognition indeed! 

Grateful thanks to all who have already donated £2 to the Volunteers for Mental Health (vfmh) Romanian Christ-

mas Appeal. Anybody still wishing to make a donation can contact Robert Mansfield  (01507 327533). 

 

You can find details of our Christmas Services elsewhere in the Herald but a particular reminder to arrive in good 

time for the Carol Service on 21st December at 3pm followed by traditional refreshments. Everyone is very wel-

come. 

 

Price Adults £5.00.  Children £2.50. 

Proceeds to the Bible Society to promote the Bed-

time Bible Challenge. 

Please inform: 

 Jill Day (01507 603998) or 

Eileen Byrne (01507 605371) 

If you intend to come for lunch. 

Bible Society: www.biblesociety.org.uk 
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TOWN & VILLAGE  

CLEANING SERVICES 
Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 

Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 

Tel. 01507 600710 
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NEED TO ADVERTISE  

SOMETHING? 

This Space could be for you. 

We have a circulation of around 400 
copies a month. 

If so please contact the  

Deanery Office on 

01507610247 

And get a great deal. 

ST JAMES’S GUILD 

Meet at Church House 

at 2.15pm 

on 

WEDNESDAY 

10th December 2014 

HOSTESS:  

KATE CLARKE 

      DATES FOR YOUR DIARY -CHURCHES TO-

GETHER -LOUTH 

8th January 2015 (AGM) 
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What States to Get Into 

By Pat Whistler 

I suppose it was watching the Festival of Remembrance 

this anniversary year that I realised the magnitude of 

the change in our identity as a, hem hem, culture.  A 

very able and talented singer (Joss Stone) gave a render-

ing of Eric Bogle’s wonderful First World War song, No 

Man’s Land.  To begin with she was using an American 

accent, though as far as I know she is from our own 

cherished West Country and the song was written by an 

Australian about a Scots soldier’s grave in France.  By 

way of contrast a wonderful old D-Day tugboat crew-

man sang, in his own voice, a superb ballad about the 

role of tugs in the celebrated landings. 

My initial reaction, as an enthusiast of the music of the 

British Isles, was a kind of elderly, impotent fury.  Why 

does Reg Dwight (Elton John) need to affect an Ameri-

can intonation in all his incomprehensible ditties?  Why 

would two artistes from Yorkshire singing Gypsy Davy 

need to do a New York job on it?  Why, why do we have 

to hear No Man’s Land, mercilessly abbreviated to blunt 

its impact, sung as a showy Soul number, with associat-

ed warbling and high-tensile emphasis? 

“It’s not about you, lovey!” I muttered.  However, on 

mature reflection, I now think “why not?”  Perhaps we 

could extend the doctrine, and insist on singing the Na-

tional Anthem in, say, an Italian accent, or Abide With 

Me, at funerals, as if we were recently arrived from Chi-

na.  Well, isn’t that suggestion absurd?  More absurd 

than a Grimsby based folk band singing about the old 

days on the North Wall in the tones of a Deep Southern 

Confederate?  I was rank about that for a month, and 

still boycott the band’s performances (yes, they are lo-

cal, not from Tuscaloosa) 

The whole issue of cross-over, transatlantic influence, 

fascinates and confuses me.  We have imported Hallow-

een wholesale, and recently a beloved relative rang me 

to ask if she really had to install a “baby shower” in her 

bathroom, having had the suggestion raised repeatedly 

at work.  When did it start?  Before the Second World 

War, access to the United States was mostly by ocean 

liner.  If you were rich, you visited, and if poor, went for 

keeps.  Then came the welcome arrival of the GI, and 

now we are blessed with a great library of American 

origin. 

Blessed, yes, though it is a mixed blessing, as outlined 

above, when the young fail to grasp  when it is or isn’t 

OK (OK!) to paint the colours of the USA over the drab 

colouring of our native culture.  In point of fact, Britain 

is as much a mixture of cultures as the US, albeit over a 

far longer period.  We are a fortunate little island, with 

the chance to watch movies (movies!) from across the 

Atlantic, enjoy the Blues, laugh at the works of the geni-

us Tom Lehrer, wonder at the bizarre and inspiring activ-

ities of New Yorkers and borrow whole bushels of ex-

pressive words and phrases from there – “OK” and 

“movies”, spring to mind. 

Tony Blair regularly stood accused of kowtowing to 

George W Bush, and it is a fact that it was relatively re-

cently that we finished paying the bill for the US inter-

vention in the Second World War.  US foreign policy is 

sometimes seen as a kind of Western epic, spraying in-

decently large quantities of ammunition at spear-waving 

primitives, only to find that the aforementioned primi-

tives have the ability to hit back, hard.  We have been 

involved in, and shared, some real pain with the re-

sulting long campaigns. 

The Festival of Remembrance taught me that, despite 

my acute irritation at the needless rending (as distinct 

from rendering) of No Man’s Land, we still have the old 

tugboat crewman.  We have the ability to preserve and 

foster our own identity, and not see it submerged in the 

Mississipi.  There will be other performances, in the true 

voice of the singer.  We have the Proclaimers, happily, 

since Scotland stayed on board.  We have Cerys 

Matthews to sing a hymn beautifully in Welsh (though I 

felt the slide guitar was a mistake).  We have Roger 

McGough and others too numerous to mention. 

I believe it is dangerous to allow anti-American senti-

ments to creep into our thinking. Despite the unwel-

come importation of presidential politics (we elect, not 

our local MP, but a figurehead Prime Minister), the 

Stateside twang in just about every broadcast song, Hal-

loween and next, probably, Thanksgiving, we are linked 

culturally and politically to the Good Ole US of A and 

should make the most of it. 

Say, Reader, Happy Holidays and you all have a real nice 

day! 
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Monday to Saturday—09.00 to 18.00 
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The last date for submission of articles for the February 2015 Herald is 20th January 2015 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

I write to you just after Remembrance Day this year, 

which was for many was particularly poignant in this 

year as we marked the outbreak of the First World War 

100 years ago. Already, the symbols of remembrance 

that have been around us have given way to signs that 

Christmas is on its way. Even the television advertise-

ments have started, designed to encourage us to dig 

deep in search of the perfect Christmas. 

Christmas advertisements are fast becoming a televi-

sion genre in their own right. Many have taken a famil-

iar approach - 'tis the season to spoil yourself,' we're 

told in one - but one supermarket chain has, more con-

troversially, used the trenches of the First World War 

as the setting for its Christmas advert. It is unsurprising 

that this has generated much comment in the media. 

Despite its endorsement by the Royal British Legion, 

the advert is seen by some as an unashamed (and inac-

curate) romanticisation of the horrors of the grim and 

bloody battlefields of Northern France, with one com-

mentator describing it as a “dangerous and disre-

spectful masterpiece”. 

However, the advert does remind us of the remarkable 

moment when unofficial truces were spontaneously 

declared at Christmas in 1914. In the weeks leading up 

to Christmas Day, soldiers from both sides heard each 

other singing the same carols until, on the day itself, 

they laid down their weapons and climbed out of the 

trenches, met each other, exchanged gifts, buried their 

dead and, famously, played football together. Some 

stopped for worship together. 

Those truces began with the singing of Christmas car-

ols, songs that celebrate the birth of Jesus, the one 

who is the Prince of Peace. If you catch sight of that 

advert on television this Christmas, pause for a mo-

ment and give thanks for the birth of the Prince of 

Peace. The birth of Jesus is our ultimate hope and vi-

sion for a world founded on love, marked by compas-

sion, and governed by the true and lasting peace of 

which the angels sang, and for which we long. 

I wish you a happy and a holy Christmas. 

Bishop Christopher 

 

On the left is St Athelheard, died 

12th May 805. He was the Abbot 

of the Saxon Monastery in Hlude 

(Louth) and became Archbishop 

of  Canterbury in 793. 

On the right is Herefrith, one of 

the last Bishops of Lindsey. He 

was killed by the Danish Vikings 

around 873. A shrine was set up 

and the later church became 

known as St Herefrith's. The 

name remained until the     

dedication of St James in 1441. 

 


