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Women’s World Day of Prayer 2015 

 

This years’ service will be at 2.00 pm on         

Friday 6th March. 

St Mary’s Church, Upgate. 

The service was prepared by the Christian 

women of The Bahamas. 

‘Reflections led by Rev’d Kate Toogood’ 

 

St James Church will be open 

for the season from Monday 

30th March, 2015 from  

10.30am to 4.00pm. 

Why not visit the Shop and 

Coffee Shop. Guides will be 

available during these opening 

hours. 

2015 is an important year for St James which 

will be celebrating the 500th anniversary of the 

completion of the tallest Mediaeval Parish Spire 

in England. 
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Sunday Services 

 9 30am SUNG MASS, CW1              3pm Baptisms (By prior arrangement) 

      News from  St Michael's 

We are pleased to report that we don't appear to have any holes or bits of fabric falling off 

the church currently, but one of the larger trees in front of the church is dead and so shortly 

(subject to conservation permission) this will be taken down.  

 

As we move into Lent, St Michael's will carry on holding Stations of the Cross every 4th 

Wednesday of the month at 10am. This is a very lovely and reflective service which lasts 

about 40 minutes followed by coffee. 

 

At Easter, Rev Ian celebrates the Dawn Mass on Easter Day at St Michael's with a roaring  

brazier outside to keep us warm and to light the candles from before we go in and croissants 

(courtesy of Ronnie) after the service. This service is held in the Chancel and feels particularly 

personal on this very special morning so do come along if you can make it up in time! 

 

Lastly, we have the Gilbert and Sullivan singers coming on Saturday 9th May to perform their 

Spring Show again, which was absolutely fantastic last year, more details in next month's 

Herald. 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

BAPTISMS 
 

4th Jan Esme Faith James 

18th Jan Henry Seagroatt 

  Maddy Seagroatt 

25th Jan Harry Mace 

1st Feb Frederick John Short  

  Stanley George Glover 

8th Feb Daisy May Norbury 

15th Feb William Barton   
  

WEDDINGS/BLESSINGS 
14th Feb Christopher Horrell Rolph with 
  Marie May Taylor 
 

FUNERALS 
2nd Feb William King 

6th Feb Alfie Jonas Bates 

10th Feb Doris Lilian Green 

Louth Textile Group Talks 2015 

All meetings take place in the Conoco Room at the 

Louth Library beginning at 7.30pm 

Friday March 6th – From Inception to   Completion - Talk 

by Local Textile artist Sue Stone 

Friday April 10th – Embellished Crazy Patchwork and 

surface stitch – Bev Anderson 

Friday May 8th – Art Van Go – Talk and demonstration 

and materials available to buy. 

Friday 5th June  -  Talk about Glass Fusing –   by   Hazel 

Burnham 

Friday July 5th – Talk on Textile techniques by Ruth 

Brown. 

Pat Cave Louth Textile Group Publicity 

And God promised men that good and      

obedient wives would be found in all corners 

of the world. 

Then He made the earth round…..and 

laughted and laughed and laughed… 
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Why not visit St James Church 

and bring a friend.  

Lots to see. Good Tea and Coffee 

with CAKE. And then peruse the 

shop for cards, books  and gifts. 

The South Aisle and its Corbels. 

St James, as it stands, was created in the 1430s/40s. The south aisle has had various 

embellishments over the years. It had galleries in the north and south aisles. During 

the major restorations of 1868-9 the galleries were removed by the architect James 

Fowler. 

If you look closely at the corbels (protruding stones in the walls) in the south aisle 

which supports the vertical roof timbers, you will notice that the timbers overlap these 

corbels. This indicated that they are not the original ones of the 14th century. This be-

ing done during the major roof work of 1825-7 mentioned above.  

Corbels are either plain as is the one near the south porch door or carved figures. 

These figures are known as “grotesques”. They are distinct from “gargoyles” which are 

basically water spouts. 

Four of the corbel/grotesques are of considerable interest. You can take them as sim-

ple grotesques or as many believe showing the illnesses of the early 15th century with 

which the masons who carved were familiar. 

The first, closest to St Stephens Chapel, shows a man clasping his head with furrowed 

brow which looks like lines of fire, indicating the severity of the headache which the 

person has.  

The next shows a figure rather like a bear. It has crossed legs and hands on its tummy. 

This one might be said to be in need of the toilet rather quickly. He obviously has diar-

rhoea, another illness which would be common at that time.  

The third figure is rather rude as it depicts a man seated on a toilet with mouth open 

in a straining fashion, but where is his left hand? A close inspection shows it to be up 

his bottom. Enough said. He is constipated.  

The fourth and final figure is of a man’s head with his tongue hanging out. He is being 

violently sick, another hazard of the period. 

The four carved corbels give us a glimpse of life during the first part of the 15th century 

and possibly of some of the masons engaged in the construction of St James church at 

that time. 
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     Snippets from Stewton                                                    

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 1st Sunday, 3rd and 5th Sundays 

The Developing Discipleship Programme has encouraged us to think in a more structured way about 

how we take St Andrew’s forward over the next five years and with this in mind we have lots of fledg-

ling ideas. We now have a five year plan to work on and already there is enthusiasm (and some com-

petitive ideas) for its implementation. Watch this space! 

The Penny Pot continues to yield well but now has a new focus. This was such a brilliant but simple idea 

that we have re-named the appeal to Help us Get Plastered. Your small change is gratefully accepted.  

Over the next few weeks we may have to accept a degree of disruption as the builders commence the 

internal work on the walls but overall it will be business as usual. As the saying goes: Short term pain 

for long term gain.  

A date for your diary is the weekend of June 13/14 when we will be holding the Stewton Event. It will 

be a celebration of schemes completed here so far and of the people who work tirelessly to make 

things happen. It is an opportunity to bring people together and express our thanks.  

     Words from 

     WELTON LE WOLD 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8 30am  Holy Communion on the 
4th Sunday 
11am Morning Prayer on the 2nd 
Sunday 

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

11am Holy Communion on the 
2nd Sunday  
  Matins on the 4th 

DOG FUN & ANIMAL CHARITIES DAY  

SUNDAY MAY 3 RD 2015 

SOUTH ELKINGTON 

1.30 TO 5 PM  

FUN DOG SHOW, CHARITY STALLS, AGILITY, 

FLY BALL,  

HEEL WORK TO MUSIC, RAFFLE, TOMBOLA, 

TABLE TOP, ANIMAL BLESSING  

MORE DETAILS OR TO BOOK A FREE STALL  

CONTACT Nicky Lancaster 01507 609774 

Just A Thought 

And God promised men that good 

and obedient wives would be found 

in all corners of the world. 

Then He made the earth 

round…..and laughted and laughed 

and laughed… 
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TOWN & VILLAGE  

CLEANING SERVICES 
Local, reliable and professional service. 

Weekly, fortnightly, end of tenancy and 

Spring-cleaning. 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken. 

Please call to discuss your needs 

Tel: 01507 602321  or  07792055393 

Kettle  

Funeral Directors 

110 Kidgate, Louth 

 LN11 9BX 

Funeral Directors Since 1931 

Contact Senior Funeral Director 

David Vasey Dip.FD. M.B.I.E. 

Fully inclusive pre-payment plans available 

Tel. 01507 600710 
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NEED TO ADVERTISE  

SOMETHING? 

This Space could be for you. 

We have a circulation of around 400 copies a 
month. 

If so please contact the  

Deanery Office on 

01507610247 

ST JAMES’S GUILD 

The Guild was founded in 1971, with 
Anne Adie as its first chairman. It has 
soldiered on since then until now 
when its numbers have seriously     
decreased and the ages of its mem-
bers increased. However, it has not 
come to an end. At the recent AGM it 
was decided, with the Rector’s valua-
ble advice, to reconstruct the Guild, 
have four meetings a year, on the   
second Tuesday in the relevant 
month, as before, not necessarily with 
speakers, and no subscriptions         
required. Meetings are planned for 
March 10th, in Church House; June 9th 
for lunch at The Splash; September 8th 
for tea with Joyce Terret; and           
December 8th in Church House for 
Christmas. Members came away with 
a positive feeling that the pleasures of 
friendly conversation and shared     
interests need not be lost. 
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Your support has meant a lot to 

me……. 

………and here’s a toilet to say thank you! 

Ever since my ordination last June and my arrival 

as the brand new assistant curate, I have been 

overwhelmed with the support and encourage-

ment I have been given by so many people in the 

parish. For the first few months nearly everything 

I did was new! I didn’t know my way around 

Louth, I had hundreds of names to learn and each 

week brought new, exciting and sometimes daunt-

ing challenges. Encouraging comments, practical 

advice and general friendly faces really helped my 

family and I to feel settled. So, with my ordination 

to the priesthood fast approaching, I wanted to 

get the parish a gift to say thank you for all of your 

support so far and a clue to what this will be can 

be found in the title of the article….. a toilet! Well 

it’s not an actual toilet that I’m purchasing for the 

parish but rather I am twinning one of the church 

toilets with a toilet in Uganda, a country I visited 

for 3 months in 2002. The money will support the 

work of CORD and Tearfund and in return one of 

our toilets will be twinned with a toilet abroad 

and both toilets will receive a certificate to display 

with a picture of its twin! The website describes 

toilet twinning as follows: 

‘Toilet Twinning is raising funds to enable people 

living in poor communities to have clean water, a 

decent toilet, and to learn about hygiene – a vital 

combination that prevents the spread of disease, 

reduces the number of deaths among children, 

and brings hope for the future’. (http://

www.toilettwinning.org/what-is-toilet-

twinning/)  

The parish toilet which we will be twinned with is 

one in Uganda which has already been built, but 

the money for the twinning goes towards further 

projects from the charity, either in Uganda or one 

of the other countries supported by the charity. 

The website explains that it is about so much 

more than just having a toilet: 

‘Your donation is used by Tearfund and CORD to 

enable local communities to learn about the dif-

ference a toilet will make to their lives. When fam-

ilies work together to install water pumps, build 

toilets, and learn about basic hygiene, the health 

of the whole community improves: parents are 

able to work in their fields and grow crops; chil-

dren are able to go to school and get an educa-

tion’. (http://www.toilettwinning.org/what-is-

toilet-twinning/)  

There are a number of reasons why I am enthusi-

astic about toilet twinning. The first is that, as I 

mentioned earlier, I spent a few months in East 

Africa and while I was in Uganda there was an 

outbreak of cholera. The radio reports of the out-

break highlighted the importance of good sanita-

tion and it struck me that in places where there 

was clean water and better sanitation systems 

there was less likely to be as many cases of chol-

era. Secondly I believe that all people should have 

access to a safe latrine which is within a reasona-

ble distance from their home and community, 

something I feel many people take for granted. 

Further to this it is documented that women who 

do not have access to a safe and local toilet are at 

more risk of assault as they travel further to la-

trines and also some latrines themselves are dan-

gerous places for women to be alone.  

A final note…….. as the parish has a number of 

church toilets I haven’t yet decided which one to 

twin! When I was at Theological College we did a 

vote and so as ordination approaches I might try 

to do something similar here. It would be good if it 

was a frequently used toilet as I believe the more 

people who see the twinning certificate the better, 

as it highlights the work of the charity. If anyone 

has any suggestions on how to choose or a pro-

posal as to why one particular toilet would be a 

good choice let me know!  

Kate Toogood 
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Monday to Saturday—09.00 to 18.00 
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The last date for submission of articles for the April 2015 Herald is Friday 20th March 2015. 

You can send articles to my Email address which is: stuarts@clara.net or stuartsizer@talktalk.net  

I’m always deeply moved by the way the gospel of 

Mark describes the events immediately after Jesus’ 

baptism. Many of you will have heard the passage 

read a few Sundays ago. Mark tells us that a voice 

came from heaven, saying, “You are my Son, the     

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And he contin-

ues, “And the Spirit immediately drove Jesus out into 

the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, 

tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 

and the angels waited on him.” 

The passage has a dark undertone: right at the start of 

his public ministry, Jesus is driven out into the wilder-

ness – to the dry, dusty, inhospitable desert where 

there is nothing to comfort him. And there, he is 

tempted by Satan: he has to face down the demons of 

fear, anxiety and loneliness, and - we could imagine - a 

deep discomfort that prepared Jesus for his Passion. 

But the passage is also full of hope, because it shows 

us that Jesus came into the darkness and the violence 

of our world precisely in order to be joined to our bro-

ken-ness and our frailty, and to show us that it is pos-

sible to face it, to wrestle with it, to live through it, 

and to come out the other side. Whenever we find 

ourselves in the wilderness of disease, loneliness, job-

lessness, depression, or the many other things that 

challenge us, Jesus meets us there in order to bear our 

burdens with us and for us. He will wait on us as the 

angels waited on him, and we will not be alone. But 

there are things we will go through in life, demons we 

will have to face, because that is the reality of human 

existence. 

The season of Lent, with all its opportunities for reflec-

tion, can sometimes bring us face to face with uncom-

fortable truths, but the greatest truth of all is that the 

depth of God’s love for us, shown in the death of Jesus 

on the cross, is also present in God’s gift of new life, 

offered to us all, in the promise and the joy of Easter 

Day. 

Bishop Christopher 
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